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To the Right Warſhipful, - 
Sir WILLIAM CREAGH 


MAYOR 


Of the Town and Countr 
OF 


NEWCASTLE upon TYNE. 


Right Worſhipful, | 
OUR Commands, and my Obligations have forced me at 
laſt to grouble the Printer ;, I hope none elſe. You may pleaſe 
to remember how averſe 1 declared my ſelf of appearing a- 
broad. There is already too much in Print, except «& were 
better deſerving ;, and what I write I am ſure will not mend the matter, 
Seeing and bearing, as they have different objetts, ſo ſometimes cauſe 
this effett; that a good Sermon 1s Preached and a bad one Primted. How- 
ever, being at yow Newcaſtle when you were welcomed lately from the 
South, I obſerved by univer ſal applauſe, that you commanded the hearts 
of all, ſot it no proper time 10 deny a requeſt you then repeated. 
T bave always judged it trifing, to make Apologies for what i put 
in Print. Had the humble Author been ſincere, callsng his Labours 
weak Diſcourſe; What moreeafit then to fop tbe Preſs burning 4 
few Papers? If I knew of any fault, it ſhould never go uncorretted. 
1 know of nothing 1 ſay amiſs, except (a) that Truth is Qdt- (a) Vericas 
Ous. Odium paTrit. 
It is an eaſie matter to ſpeak without giving juſt Offence, but very 
bard to print without offence being taken. Malice at letſure fuids out 
ways 80 imterpret what the Writer never thought on. If the Word of 
God it ſelf be wreſted to a ſence not intended by the Holy Ghoſt : that 


AZ man 


a) Iſa. 6. 5+ 


(Cc) Eccleſ. 11, 


30. 
{(d) S. Max. 
hom. 5G. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


man is unreaſonable that takes it ill, when what he Ta #5 falſely con. 
ffrued. Altho' it be much againſt my Genius to d+ſoblyge, yer my Fun- 
Hon requires a fygedom : left I roo late with the loſs of my ſelf cry 
out, (a) Woe 1s me becauſe I have held my peace. Szence has ex. 
tremes as well as Speech ;, then moſt of all, not to ſpeak_when Souls are 
periſhing. 1 can ſecurely ſay upon the word of a Chriſtian ; for theſe 
ſeven years I have Preached in England, 7 have not ſo much as one 
ſingle time, to the beſt of my remembrance, named any Per ſwaſion in 
the Nation, To taunty or bexontentious, (b) We have no ſuch 
Cuſtom nor the Church of God. -* If others were blameworthy what 
was that to me ? My tack was to exhort to Virtue and fiye from Vice, 
not rail againſt the abſent. Had other Pulpits obſerved this Chriſtian 
Method, the name of Papiſt had not been ſo odious. I uſe more free- 
dom in thi: following Diſcourſe than I have done for many years. If 
thoſe who read it 3 things to themſelves, the fault 1s not mine, A- 
mong ſo many different Perſwaſions, I name not any : he who reſents 
ny words in the concluſion, -let himrefief, a guilty Conſcience needs 
no Accuſer. If what 1 ſay hath good effett on Souls, I lanph at thoſe 
that cenſureit. My Study ts to profit, not to pleaſe. 

Pardon, Right Worſhipful, this digreſſion. Tou (bew'd preat pati- 
ence whilſt you heard the Sermon, I muſt crave the ſame for the De- 
dication. 1 am ſo well acquainted with your Virtpe, as to conclude 
you expett no Panegyric. The Holy Ghoſt forbids to praiſe a man 
(c) before his death : Left Flattery move the Speaker (d) and Pride 
the Hearer. I could dilate my ſelf upon a Subjett, to you ungrateful. 
Let this ſuffice, leſs cannot be fajd. Omnr Prince us as go with your 
conſtant. Loyalty ;, the famous Town of Newcaſtle with your prudent 
Government ;, good Chriſtians with your exemplary life. I wiſh your 
Religion were un the ſame eſteem with many as your Perſon is, Of late 
ſome have been undeceived as to your ſelf, I hope they may own a 
greater miftake as to your Religion. Sir. I will endeavor to deſerve your 


| favour, by promoting the Honour of oo God, which is all you 


aim at. Laſtly, ſeeing you have made choice of me to ſerve you before 
more deſerumg Perſons : I hope you will give me leave to declare my 


ſelf 7 
Right Worſhipful, 
your moſt Obliged 
and Humble Servant . 
PHIL, METCAL FE. 
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— — Quid timidi eftis, Modicz fidei ? 
Why are ye fearful, ob ye of little Faith ? 


MaTTH, Cap. 8. Ver. 26. 


© HE Son of God conſubſtantial to his Father, 
{ Omnipotent; never wearied from all Eternity, 

2 although Creating a World in fix days, and 
3 Governing the {ame almoſt ſixty- Ages: If we 
1 read that he (a) reſted the ſeventh day, it was 
o Rene © not for himſelf, but to appoint us a day of Reſt 
or Thankſgiving, for the Creating of us, and the World Crea- 
ted for us; This Eternal Son of God, I ſay, never before wea- 
ried, becauſe his fole Command was the reducing of his Power in- 
to Aft, his Fiat Creation ; yet taking upon him our Infirmities, 
I find in this Mornings Goſpel ſo over-toiled, that he is forced to 
repoſe upon a hard planck of a reſtleſs Ship. An Objet ftri- 
king the Angels into Extaſfies of Aſtoniſhment, whilſt they be- 
hold their God wearied by looking after Sinners, who are never 
tyred with offending fo great a Goodneſs. No ſooner had he 
cloſed his bleſſed Eyes, than the Sun withdraws, the day is taken 
away by darkneſs, the (b) Lake ſwells intd a Sea, the Apoſtles 
all in fear have recourſe to him who Created both Winds and 
Seas; In place of comfort they find new matter of affliction, be- 
cauſe (c) he ſlept. In the mean time the furious Element 


(4) Gen. 2.2. 


(6) Luc. $.2-. 


: , Jent grows (( Matth. 2. 
more formidable, raging with foaming Waves, raiſeth them yer 25. 


above the Land encompailing this great Lake of Geneſarerh;again, 
upon a ſuddain ſhewing them the ſandy bottom high or low, 
equal danger, winds and water two powerful enemies force 
themtocry out Lord ſave us! ipſe vero dormiebat,but he ſlept. Mar- 
riners are toiling,all hands on Deck, Tackling diſordered, Art in- 
ſignificant, every blaſt ſpeaks death, every wave ſtriving to lay 
the Veſlel under water ; what can be expected from men ia de- 


{pair 
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(a) Hilar.can. 


(6) Ad Rom, 
4+ 18. 


(6s) 

ir but perimws! We periſh! Our great Redeemer riſing up with 
Ce or awful countenance, I know not whether, reprehending 
both their Faith and Fear, quid timids eftis fays he, Why as you- 
fearful, oh ye of little Faith? More Faith, leſs Fear. But Lord! 
this is not the firſt time your Diſciples have put to Sea. Their 
Calling is to be Mariners whoare not ſo apprehenſive except the 
danger be evident. Groundleſs rights it is true argue a ti- 
merous ſpirit , for all that, fear falling in conftantem virum is 
always pardonable. They find at preſent this Lake more dread- 
ful than their fore-fathers did the Red-Sea, yet not to fear : No 
no, (a) fays St. Hillary inthe nameof our Redeemer; Chriſt our 
Lord as inſtrutter permitted this Storm that they might learn to 
hope for certain Succour in time of danger. That he being pre- 
ſent, we never ought to fear. When there is leaſt hope, then to 
hope the molt - fulfilling inour ſelves that expreſſion of St. Paul, 
ſpeaking of great, Abraham, (b) who againſt bope believed in hope. 
Man may act wherethere is little danger, but Chriſt our Lord, 
altho' ſleeping is a ſecure Pilot in greateſt Storms. By my re- 
prehending Text, methinks our Lord did ſay : I preſent; you in 
tear! doyou believe me, Gad governing theWorld z and cry our 
we Periſh ? becauſe wy Humanity hath cloſed its eyes, is my Di- 
vinity in a Lethargie ? more Faith, leſs Fear. Why are you fear. 
ful, oh ye of little Faith? - oY ; 

Looking back upon theſe latter years, Ike a raging Storm, 
threatning Ship-wreck to the little Veſſel of Perer in this Nation; 
Nobility, Plebeians, Eccleſiaſtics, Seculars, private Conferences, 
public Aſſemblies, ſtanding Laws ſevere enough to the innocent 
Subject, all conſpiring to ſink the remainder of the Church of 
God, how many have T heard cry out, betwixt hope and deſpair, 
I ord ſave ws! Priſons filled, Courts opened, Gallows eretted, 
Perjury unexamined in a word, Storms if notat Sea, worſe on 
Land : the Lawful, Worthy, Royal Heir 'by an A& of Barbga- 
rity to be put unjuſtly by the Crown, all things to return into a 
Chaos of Anarchy and Confuſion; it was then, that doleful ſighs 
brought from grieving hearts of Pions Loyal Subjects, with too 
great reaſon, perimus we persſh! whilſt | in Duty was never want- 
Ing to encourage or reprehend, as the current Goſpel gave me 2- 
ſubject, to this effedt, Why are you fearful ob ye of little Faith? 
To believe a Deity and'not canfidein his Power ! To adore an in- 
hnite Goodneſs and not relic on his Mercy ! The Storm will paſs.a 

Calm 


(7) 

Calm enſues. Oppoſition is no new thing to the Church of God, 
if you give credit to St. Paul. (a) Thoſe who will live Godly in (4) 2Tim, 2. 
Chriſt Feſus (hall ſuffer Perſecution. When the Head is Crowned 12. 
with Thorns, muſt the Members be delicate? Snffer a little with 
Chriſt in the Storm,and let his Providence govern the Ship. More 
Faith, leſs Fear. The times are too violent for continuance, as 
former troubles againſt the Church, ever ſince Peter was in Chains 
under Herod, have ceaſed, ſo theſe will have a happy end. Ac- 
cordingly things fell out z our merciful Redeemer at laſt, was 
pleaſed to riſe up as it were from fleep, commanding the Seas 
and Winds (b) & fattaeft, &c. and there enſued (which wenow 
enjoy) 4 great : The Ship of Peter ſailing ſecurely as Veſ- 
fels of greater Burden, all Perſwaſions bleſſing the Times they 
were reſerved to, except a few who were reſolved to be unhap- 
: PY: One thing was yet wanting to accompliſh our joy, viz. Male 

ue. A Son to Succeed and Imitate the Father, ſo Merciful, ſo 
Juſt, ſo Religious a Prince: And Almighty God who is moſt per- 
feCt in his Works, compleating his Favors, hath been pleaſed to 
give us a proſpect of this happineſs. Upon that account we are 
met this Morning to own his Providence, to adore his Mercies. 
A day of Thank ſg:ving to the good,a day of repining to the wick- 
ed. Aday of Joy and Jubilee to all Loyal Subjefs, a day of 
grief and tears to all Republican Spirits. Onthis great day what 
more remains than I have ſaid already explicating my Text? I 
have tyred you almoſt in the Preface. Wherefore each of you 
ſupply my place, ſpeaking with eyes drowned in tears, and in- 
flamed Thankſgiving hearts (c) The Aﬀercies of our Lord I will (c) Pal. $8.1. 
feng for tver. Let your holy name be ever bleſſed who are pleaſed 
to hear the prayers of undeſerving Servants. We provoke you 
to wrath, youoyercome us with new bleſſings. We look only 
upon the preſent, you provide us for. the future, The e Hercies of 
our Lord I will. ſing for ever. | 

However, becauſe ſomething more is expeCted from me ; Ob- 
ſerving likewiſe by your chearful countenances that there is no 
ſuch thing as preſent fear 3 give me leave to arm you againſt all 
future Storms by this Principle: Chriſt is preſent, therefore no 
occaſion of fearing. For three Reaſons, which ſhall be the three 
Points I intend to touch upon. Becaule. _ 


(b) Mat. $.26, 


1. His: 


commanded the Winds and Sea, diſpoſe m 


(4) Gen, 4. 


(b) Joan. ds 
50s 
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1. His Governing Providence diſappoints the wicked in 
Ungodly Deſigns. 

2, Heprotedts the Juſt in greateſt dangers. | Re 

3. He grants the Pious Petition of confiding Faithful; 
which if ſo, why ſhould you fear, 0b ye of ltle Faith? 


1 ſhall draw a Concluſion from my Diſcourſe,for the advantage 
of ſome preſent; I deſire none will go away before they hear It. 

Redeemer and Governor of Mankind! without your fpecial 
concurrence [ ſhall ſpeak in vain. You, whoas we read this day, 
ditory ſo, that. 
ſetting aſide Paſſion and Prejudice, they may take my Diſcourſe 
with the ſame Spirit 1 deliver it, which is. purely for your Ho- 
nour and Glory. Let me teach them to Glorife Your Father by. 
a filial confidence. If You know any Clauſe will touch the hearts 
of thoſe who hear me: be pleaſed Lord to put your words into 
my mouth, you ſhall ſee with what freedom I will deliver them. 
Your Cauſe is my Cauſe: let me but pleaſe you, It is no matter 
if I diſpleaſe the whole World. Thar thy Petition may be more 
efficacious, Mother of the ſame Redeemer, vouchſafe to joyn 
with me in Prayer. I beg the favor with an. 


«Ave Maria. 


Why are you fearful, oh ye of little Faith? Matth. 8. 26. 


T* is 2 great miſtake, at leaſt misfortune, not to ſay worſe» 
of ignorant wiſe men, to contrive prudently, as they imagine, 
for the preſehr, never refleCting upon the future, ſo they can but 
humor a. Paſſion, let the conſequence be of what nature ſoever, 
they are unconcerned. Had malitious (a) Cain foreſeen in time 
the trembling and troubled mind, which Furie-like haunted him 
2 long life, he would not have lifted up his cruel hand againſt 
innocent Abel, murthering* with one blow the: fourth part, of 
Man-kind. Had the obſtinate Jews, wicked Succeſſors to Holy 
Patriarchs and Prophets conſidered the dreadful effects proceed- 
ing connaturally from a. Decree reſolyed on, Politically as they 
thought, by the chief of their great Sanbedrim (b) 3t 5 expedient 
for #4; the Author of Life had not expired upon. a Croſs. They 


FE found 


(9) 


found themſelves for all their cunning contrivance moſt lamenta- 
bly diſappointed. Hear the Paſſage out of S. Fohr Cap. 11, 
. After their Meſſias our Redeemer, had given ſight to the blind, 
the wilfull Phariſees remaining blind as ever ; hearing to the 
deaf,” the obſtinate Synagogue (b) like an Aſpe that is deaf, ſtop- (f) Pal 57. 5. 
ping its ears to the voice of the powerful Charmer, it pleaſed his 
goodneſs to work a Miracle beyond exception although not Envy; 
Lazarw returns to Lite, after four days rotting in his Sepul- 
chre. In obedience to that voice which commanded the World 
out of nothing, he comes forth out of his loathſom Monument. 
The People admire, magnife God, own him for the long ex- 
petted, promiſed Meſfſias. None diſpleaſed but cunning Scribes 
and Phariſees, who Aſlembling a Council demand of each other 
what do we ?-(c) this Man doth many Signs. If we let him alone all (c) Joan. 11.47. 
will believe in him. Great fears and jealouſies leſt the People 
ſhould alter to a right Belief and ſave ther Souls. Had [ been at 
that Courcil, I ſhould have repeated the quzre quid agimms ? 
what do we? why are we aſhamed to own that Faith which Con- 
ſcience tells us we ought to follow? If we will not believe his 
Words, let us give credit at laſt to Wonders. I ſhould have 
been anſwered out of hand with aReaſon of State ;that they were | 
ſatisfied as to Conſcience, but not expedient. (d) For the Romans (2) Joan. 11.48. 
will come and take away our Place and Nation : The word Romans 
will come was a childiſh apprehenſion; of a Jewiſh Fancy. Whilſt 
they were thus conſulting unreſolved, Caiphas the High-Prieſt 
* ſtands up, telling them they were but weak Counſellors, you 
know nothing. AS to this Clauſe, he was an Oracle. Becauſe 
thoſe who know not Chriſt and the Religion he Preached, like 
thoſe to whom! he ſpake, let them be never ſo prudent in other 
reſpetts they kyow nothing. Ignorance then adviſed Caiphas to 
ſuggeſt, Chains, Whips, Crowns of Thorns, a ſmooth Tryal, 
Falſe witneſſes, Death, it i expedient for xs. Let a few periſh 
that many may be out of fear. It is true, S. Fohn looks npon this 
ſaying of the High-Prieſt asa Propheſie, and I believe it ſo, yet 
the Malice of the Contriver cannot be. excuſed, who preffrred 
what was expedient, before what was juſt. But, Caiphas, let not 
Paſſion blind Reaſon : is not Chriſt innocent ? that matters no- 
thing, it is expedient one Man ſhould die. Reflect, (e) he # the (e) Agge: 2.8. 
deſire of all Nations ;, be who he pleaſe anſwers the Stateſman, it 
is expedient he Suffer, Where then is Conſcience? Conſcience ! 


B She 
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She is turned out of doors long ago, as an unprofitable Seryant. 
xX The maxim of wiſe men is not Equity. but Expeazre. Well then, ſee- 
ing you are inflexible, obſerve the end of this expedient, If I 
miſtake not, this prudent Counſel will find a lamentable Ca- 
(a) Job 12. 17. taſtrophe. Fob hath foretold you long ago (a) be brings Connſel- 
lors to a fooliſh end, and Fudges to aſtoniſhment. He may ſeem to 
ſleep for a while: At laſt he will riſe up and command the Winds 
and Sea. Mark whether you be not diſappointed in your un- 
godly deſign. For allthis the wicked Reſolution is put into Sa- 
crilegious execution. Chriſt our Lord is Trecherouſly taken, 
falſly Accuſed, unjuſtly Condemned, cruelly put to Death, laid 
in his Sepulchre,where to ſpeak in Scripture phraſe he ſlepe. Soon 
after, S. Stephen Stoned, S. Peter Crucified, S. Pax! Beheaded, 
Martyrs and Cruelty as without compaſſion, ſo without end. 
Thoſe who ſaved themſelves retired into Subterraneous places, 
(3) Heb. 11.38. ike thoſe of whom S. Paul upon another occaſion (b) of whom the 
World was not worthy, wandring in Deſerts, in Mountains and Dens, 
Great fear in the Infant-Charch ready to be deſtroyed in the 
Cradle. But why are you fearful? more Faith, leſs Fear. You 
(«) Ads 5. 39. know little Flock, your Religion is from God, therefore (c) they 
cannot overthrow it, The Phariſee Gamaliel hath told you as much. 

A little patience will ſhew the Ext of this Expeaie. 
About forty years after the Redemption of Mankind, a time 
pointed upon the Book of Divine Patience to Tolerate this wick- 
(«) Dan. 9. 27. ed Policy of the Jews, according to the Prophecy of (4) Damel, 
Deſolation drawing near at hand, Tits appears before Hieruſa- 
lem with the Power of the Roman Empire. "The Gates of the City 
are ſhut, the Trenches opened before their faces to revenge that 
cruel Decree of putting to Death the Son of God. Tell me now, 
Stateſmen,was It expedzent ? Batteries are raiſed, Walls weakned, 
the Breach ready to be entred with Fire and Sword, expedit, was 
:t expedient? City Taken, Temple Burning, was it expedtent ? 
five hundred Crucifed on the ſame day, a juſt Judgment ! becauſe 
Egeſppw. thewyCrucifed our Redeemer: Thirty ſold for one piece of 
Silver, a juſt Judgment ! becauſe they ſold their Meflias for thir- 
ty pieces of Silver : The Conquering Roman not to be pacified, a 
juſt Judgment again! becauſe they preferred Intereft before 
Conſcienceto pleaſe thoſe Romazs: Eleven hundred thouſand pe- 
Jeſeph. ib. 7 rithing in that War, (e) ninty ſeven thouſand led into Captivi- 
ur. Jud. ty, let theſe anſer, was it expedient? No no, they experienced 
how 
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( 11 ) 
how truly I called ancient Holy Fob to bear me witneſs, that he 
brings Connſellors to a fooliſh end, and Judges to aſtoniſhment. (a) Fo- (a) Li. 5.cay.1 
the Hiſtorian will tellyou, that the Temple was burnt on 

the ſame fatal day their fore-fathers had ſeen it. in a flame (6) by 4) ez-cap alt. 
 Nabuzardan under Nabuchodonozor and which is yet more re- verke 9. 
markable the Hebrews affirm that both times(c)the ſame verſe of (c) Cron. Sacr 
the Pſalmiſt hapned to conclude their Liturgy, that they might > P48: 37- 
underſtand the occaſion of their miſery,the Verſe was this(4 ) And @) Pal. 93.23. 
He will repay them their Iniquity, and in their 7Aalice He will deſtroy 
them; the Lord our God will deſtroy them. What dol mention Tem- 
poral Miferies? The greateſt of Misfortunes, as S. Augnſtin ob- 
ſerves, was this; They not only loſt their City and Temple,bur the 
God of the Temple, and Heavenly Hieruſalem. Give me leave 
to cite his words in Latin, contrary to my Cuſtom, to the end 
that thoſe who underſtand the Language may hear them twice 
over, and never forget them (ec) Temporaha perdere timuerunt, & (e) Auguſt. Trat 
vitam eternam non Cogitaverinnt, ac fic utrumq; amiſerunt. They © © _ 
feared to loſe Temporals, and thought not of Eternal Life, ſo they 
loft borh, Diſappointed in both. 

Catholics! let me make here a RefleCtion in order to Morali- 
ty, my Diſcourſes through the whole year tend that way. Moſt 
perſons now-a-days, condemn in others what they themſelves 
practiſe. Who does not abhor, the deteſtable Expearrt I have men- 
tioned; execrating the ſuperlative blindneſs of the Fews who 
reſolved out of Intereſt and Paſſion, to Crucihe their Maker and 
Meſſias ? little refleting that according to the Judgment of 
S. Paul, by adding fin to fin they repeat the ſame Cruelty,f)Cru- ) Heb. 6. 6. 
cifying again to themſelves the Son of God, and making him a mockery. 
How? By this principle expedierr, which is the ruin of Souls. 
Conſcience cries loſe not your ſelf for alittle intereſt, have a care 
of the Principal your Soul ; more reſolute thoughts of eternal life, 
leſs ſolicitude for temporals; '(g) What doth ir profir a Man if be (,\ 114 1G. 26. 
gain the whole World and loſe bis Soul ? Let Times goas they pleaſe, 
refle&t on the end of Times Eternity ; (b) Seck. firſt the Kingdom ,, 
of God, all other things are bur paſſing vanities. To this we an- *© "0a © 
{wer with the Jew, it is expedient we keep cloſe to that we poſ- 
ſeſs, juſtly or nnjoftly it is no matter; They are bnt zealous 1di- 
 ots who hazard any thing upon the account of Religion; it is 
better to truſt Almighty God with our Sonl, than dye a Begger ; 
we are fatisfied as to the equit7, bnt itis not expeatent. Dow 


% 
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; ſcience replies a change of Life, Vitiouſly brought up, end bet- 
5 ter; pA. in order to eternal bliſs or miſery are dangerous 
| (s) Luc: 12-46. (4) at what hour you think not, the Sor of an will come. What 
do we anſwer? With Caiphas, it is expedient we enjoy our ſelves ; 
ſtill time enough, Health and Youth promiſe long life; ſerious 
thoughts to the proper ſeaſon, Old-Age 3 this World is for the 
Body, the next for the Soul. Well, well! ſuch as theſe, will 
find themſelves diſappointed with the imprudent Jews. He brings 
ſach Counſellors to a fooliſh end, and Judges to aſtoniſhment. They 
carry it out gravely, 'tis true, with a drolling Repertee upon the 
Admoniſher, and appoint their own timeof Repentance never to 
come. They go on in a careleſs ſtupid way, until Death and 
Judgment areat hand, as Titzs and Veſoaſien unexpected appear- 
ed before the Walls, anſwer me then, was it expedient ? When 
you are forced, whether you will or no, to leave thoſe Riches 
the occaſion of your Ruin, with this Epitaph upon your Tomb 
(3) Luc. 16.22. (b) buried in Hell, tell me from the Flames was it expedtent ? Not 
to diſguſt a friend, you have diſpleaſed, nay loſt your God ; for 
alittle Intereſt, ſol CHO with Jxdaz, Crucified him with 
the Jews, making him” a ery by your ſcandalous lives; you 
have had many preſaming thoughts of his Mercy, no conſidera- 
tion of God's Juſtice which is equally eſſential to him ; for this, 
.yon find your ſelves loſt for all Eternity, your ſinful bodies like 
Hieruſalem lies in aſhes, your Souls like the Temple of God 
(they were deſigned for that )- burningz a Sentence paſled, not 
(c) Mat. 25.41. CO be recalled of (c) carſed, anſwer me then, was it expedient ? 
believe me, deſpairing thoughts will ſatisfie you then, that it was 
not a Fable as you now imagine, but a doleful Propheſie S. Au- 
guſtin delivered: they feared to loſe Temporals, and bad no thoughts 
of Eternal Life, ſo they loſt both. Both are loſt. 
This Word expedit puts mein mind of a paſlage out of Eſther, 
proving my firſt point very fally. Aferm who Reigned from 
India to Ethiopia, over a hundred and twenty ſeven Provinces 
( great power ! ) exalted eAmar his chief Favourite, above the 
other Princes of his Kingdom. Ambition being an inſatiable Vice, 
| the new Idol of Vanity required more reſpect than Mardachews 
| the Religious Jew could allow him, which was, as S.Thomas ob- 
(«) S Tom.2.2, {erves, Divine Worſhip (4d) ſuch I ſuppoſe the Heathen gave his 
caſt. 84 Gods he ſtiled »ninorum gentium. Mardocheus rather than con- 
ferm againſt the Law of God and Reaſon, choſe to incur all in- 
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convenience imaginable. He preferred what was: juſt, before. 
what was expedient, Aman ſwelling with Indignation, to take a. 
compleat Revenge, reſolves to deſtroy root and branch, all of 
his Adverſary's Belief in the Perſian Empire, . yet will aft Politi- 
tian-like, according to Reaſon of State and Religion. Malice in 
its own ſhape is deformed, but masked with Prtdence and Righ- 
teonſneſs amuſes the Vulgar. Wherefore he comes to Afſuerus 
informing him in this manner: pray mark the Reaſons atten- 
tively. (6) Eft populus, &c. ſays he, there is a People diſperſed (4) rater 3.8. 
through all the Provinces of thy Kingdom, ſeparated one from another, 
ſcattered hereand there, inconfiderable, contemptible z doubt- 
leſs at theſe expreſſions he drove by his firſt reaſon. 2. Uſing 
new Laws and Ceremonies : Aman might have known, that from 
the time of Aoyſes taking the Law from God upon Mount Sina, 
to the eighty fifth year of the Perſian Monarchy,when this was 
ſaid, there had aſſed above a thouſand years. Some [ ſce will 
compute a thouſand years as the minority of zew Laws and Cere- 
mones, whereas their own Government is not the tenth part ſo. 
Ancient. 3. Alſo contemning the Kings Ordinances, yet could not- 
give one inſtance of any Diſobedience. How ſhould Innocency 
be accuſed, without Calumny? 4. eAnd thou kroweſt very well 
that it us not expedient ( mark the Political expedient ) for thy King- 
dom, that they grow inſolent by Liberty. What Infolence, Aman, 
what Liberty, if they be permitted to Worſhip the Almighty, 
according to a Law written (c) with the finger of God? If you (<) Exod.31.18. 
will live like a Libertine, do not pervert the People of God. Let 
your own wickedneſs. ſfaffice you, or elſe imitate thoſe you envy. 
It is in vain to diſcourſe the Point, where Paffion blinds Reaſon. 
The conclufion- is. this: Decree that they may perifh, and I will 
pay ten thouſand Talents into the Kings, Treaſury. The ballance of 
Juſtice was caſt with weight of Gold z Afſ#erss taking the Ring - 
from his finger: gives it to Aman that he might order the Deſtru-. 
tion of harmleſs Iſraelites according as he jadged expedient, For 
all this, let me adviſe Amar, that he make haſt ſlowly. Things, 
itis true, are very well contrived, but the Zcbrews are Innocent. 
Almighty' God will diſappoint the wicked in ungodly deſigns, 
(a) Phere is no Wiſdom, there is no Prudence, there 15. no-Counſel a. (4) Prov. 21.40: 
gainſt the Lord, He may ſeem to fleep for a while, but in con- 
venient time will riſe up commanding the Winds and Sea. Aman 
blinded with Paſſion, in the Month of Ntſan caſt Lots f idort 
ont 
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Month Adar happened to come out as a time of Revenge for no 
injury. Scribes are called, Letters written in the Kings name, 
Poſts diſpatched into all Provinces, a day prefixed, the Sangui- 
nary Edi@ hung up in Sſ#» according to the Laws of the Medes 
and Perſians, unalterable. The miſinformed Prince and Amar 
were Feaſting, the poor Jews in Tears and Weeping; Perchance 
uſing the words of trembling Diſciples in this Mornings Goſpel, 
perimus, we periſh! But why are you fearful oh ye of little Fanh ? 
Remember there is ſtill the fame God, who protected your fore- 
fathers againſt the power of Egypt. Still the ſame who humbled 
your numerous Enemies. Conhde then, expect his time, more 
Faith, leſs Fear. Innocency is its own armour, Religion the 
care of God. Goon with your Mortifications of Faſting, Pray- 
ers and Tears,Arms of the Church of God. By theſe Aman will 
find himſelf overthrown.,there & no Counſel againſt the Lord. Whilſt 
they are thns a little encouraged, things grow worle and worſe. 
Mardoncheus will not adore, Aman mote frantic than ever; Gal- 
lows of fifty Cubits high are erefted, ns longer time of life is 
allotted the Jew than one ſhort night ; for this Amar is waiting 
in the Court, all things are now deſperate! then I fay confide 
= moſt in Divine Goodneſs, and obſerve the force of this paſ- 
age. 
(s) Eſther 6 That night the King paſſed without ſleep;, (a) to divert himſelf he 
oþ ** 1 ordered the Records and Cronicles to be brought before him. If 
he could have taken advice of ſome Chriſtians now-a-days, they 
would have inſtruſted him that there was more of diverſion in 
Worhten or Wine than Hiſtories. But the Heathen Prince to 
confound Chriſtian Libertines called for the Chronicles. It is 
(+) Cieer. :b.2. true what (b) Cicero (c) Titas Livins and (4) Euſebins have no- 
(C) Liv. Inif.1. ted, that Hiſtories are not only profitable, but alſo pleaſant , 
Dec. yet none ſhall perſwade me, that this alone was the cauſe of his 
()Euſ& 46. + readin g. I am rather of opinion with (e) with Foſephus, con- 
(c) 7eſeph. de firmed alſo by ſome Copies of the LXX. that this was an. att of 
ans J#ds. Divine Providence bringing to nothing the vaſt deſign of Amar, 
by a chance reading of a Book; to teach weak Mortals that con- 
triyances againſt his Servants are inſignificant. Almighty God 
will try his Ele, as he did Abraham, but never leave them. It 
1s proper for him to'act, when art of Man deſpairs. As you 
read inthe ſame ſixth Chapter, by that accidental want of ſleep, 


the King reflets upon the Loyal Service of Mardochens, diſco- 
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vering the plot of Begathan and Thares ; Aman is called in, who 
diſappointed holds the Bridle to his contemned Adverſary; in a 
word, that he might perfeCtly learn this Leſſan, there is no Comn- 
ſel againſt the Lord, within a few hours after, perhaps much about 
the Zine time he had contrived to have exalted Mardochcns in a 
different manner than Aſſerus had done, he himſelf had the 
tryalof his own ſtately Gallows. Not unlike Perillus going be- 
fore him #|moſt three hundred years, who firſt, experienced the 
Torment his wit had invented for others. Let me then argue 
thus : If Divine Providence could work ſuch a change by a little 
want of ſleep; Þy rhe chance reading of a Book, ſuch a power- 
ful Enemy diſappointed, when all was given over for loſt, why 
'ere you fearful oh ye.of liutle Faith & | 
I wiſh unjuſt proceedings had been prattifed only by Heathens, 
not taken up by Chriftians. How many Amans have contrived 
againſt innocent Servants of God, yet thanks be to his goodneſs, 
for the moſt part diſappomted. Let one example ſuffice. (4) Ar- (4)Bezzx; 1:5.2, 
cadixs the Emperor being dead, Srilico perſwades Honorinis to ex- 
clude from the Crown the Lawful Heir, young Theodoſins. Ob- 
ſerve how eaſie he makes. it for Honoriws to unite the Empires. 
Theodoſis the Prince is but eight years of Age, he is a Cipher. 
The four Siſters are fitter for Monaſteries than the Court. Pul- 
cheria who Governs, has more of Piety than Policy. J1/degerdes 
the Perſian Tutor is at a great diſtance. Srzlico ready with a Vi- 
Ctorious Army to keep Honorius in the Throne. What more 
ealie? They never refleCted there was a Governing God, to 
'whom it is no more difficulty tocreate a World than produce a 
Plant, to defend a naked Child than to att by a powerful Army. 
Although Chriſtians, at leaſt called fo, they would not conſi- 
der that Gods Juſtice diſappointed the wicked, his mercy pro- 
:tefted the helpleſs, until they found it to their coſt that there 
is no Counſel apainſt our Lord. For ſoon aſter, Rome is taken, 
Ambitions Honorins forced to: flie and live miſerably at Ra- 
;venna, Stilico loſeth his Fattions Head, the young contemned 
Theodoſius Reigning happily above forty years. Come therefore 
with me to this concluſion of my firſt part. 1f neither the Craft 
of Stilico againſt a Child, nor the power of eAman againſt 
Meardocheus, nor the whole Nation of the Jews againft a few 
Apoftles, could hinder the wicked from being diſappointed in 
ungodly deſigns, why are you fearful, ob ye of little Faith? 


You 
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may take notice with me out of Arifforle, that the Media 
being. intended for the end, the end is preferred by many de. 
orees before the means. Although the Philoſopher had not ſaid 
it, light of Reaſon would have been a ſufficient Author. Te. 
dious Voyages are pleaſant for hoped Riches, dangerous Wars 
tolerable for defired Peace 3 which obtained, the Soldier lays 
aſide his Weapon, the Merchant lets his Ship rot in the Port, 
What 1 have faid as to a diſappointment of the wicked, is only 
the means to proteCt the Juſt in time of danger.' Where it js 
not abſolutely neceſſary to puniſh, Gods Patience tolerates per- 
verſe Souls in this World. Poor Creatures! that they may have 
ſomething of their humor for a few years, who are to ex 
no more {atisfaCtion for all Exernity. Yet when to protect his 
Servants the Wicked muſt be humbled, he exerciſes his Juſtice 
even in this life. I am troubled that I am forced to prove this 
Truth in a Catholic Auditory, which was taken for granted 
by Moral Heathens. (a) Senece has writ a whole Book to de- 
fend the proceedings, as he calls them, of the Gods, ſpeaking 
in the phraſe of blind Gentility. Where he ſhews that the 


Wiſe or Juſt Man is dear to Heaven, which in a ſpecial man- 


ner prote(ts him. If you will haye a remarkable Inſtance, 
take it out of Plutarch in Timoleon. This Captain of the Co- 
rinthians, ſays my Author, famous for Military Diſcipline, much 
more for Moral Piety, invited by thoſe of Sicily againſt divers 
Tyrants, the juftice of the Cauſe and Valour prevailing, the 
People were reſtored to their former Liberty, When the van- 
quiſhed enemies perceived Timoleon was not to be forced from 
the Ifland by gallantry, baſe Souls! they have recourſe to 
Treachery. Two profligate Villains are ſuborned to Stab 
the Victorious Captain before the Altar. But the tranſcendent 
mercy of God, who in this Life rewards Moral Virtues of Hea- 
thens with Temporal Bleſſings, proteCted innocent Timoleon by 
a ſtrange accident. For before Execution of the Treaſon, a 
By-ſtander gives one of the Conſpirators a mortal wound, which 
laid him dead in the place. The other ſeeing his Companion 
tall, concluding the Plot diſcovered, flies to the Altar, craves 
Pardon with a promiſe to diſcover the prattice. In the mean 


tume, he who had committed the murther is brought back from 
flight, calling the Gods and Timoleon to witneſs, that he had but 


performed an ACt of filial Duty in killing the Man who had 
Barba- 
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Barbafouſly flain his Father.. Here Plutarch enters upon a di. 
ſcourſe of Fortune or Fate, according to the Opinion of Pla- 
roniſts, connetting divers and different cauſes to produce cer- 
tain gffects. In Chriſtian terms I may deliver- it thus. Al- 
though the Murther of that Father, had no reference to the 
Conſpiracy againſt 7imolcon, yet that had not heen revenged if 
this had not hapned. That theſe perſons at the ſame time, 
ſhould be preſent, was Providence. That the Traitor: ſhould 
fall before he ſtruck the Captain, was Providence. That the 
other by a miſtake ſhould lay open the Plot, was Providence. 
[That 7zmoleon not miſtruſting avy thing, ſhould eſcape in ſo 
great danger, was undoubted Providence. Let me apply this 
paſſage to my point'with one quere. If God's Providence for 
Moral Piety did protett a Heathen, will it not for ſupernatural 
vertues defend a Chriſtian ? If Providence was careful of a ?a- 
gan Captain, will it not provide for a Catholic Prince? More 
Faith, leſs Fear. Why are you fearful, oh ye of little Faith ? 

Thoſe who will take the pains of looking into Hiſtory, or 
at leaſt refle& attentively upon their own times, will find mat- 
ter more than ſufficient to contemplate the ſweet Government 
of a gracious Deity, connecting divers cauſes to produce effeCts, 
worthy of his Mercy. That the ſame means deſigned for ru- 
ining the juſt, have for the moſt part proved the raiſing of 
them up. Limited capacity deſerves not the name of a ſhadow 
following incomprehenſible Wiſdom. When the greateſt Wits 
contrive againſt thoſe, whom God intends to bleſs. (a) He (,) pan >. . 
that fits in the Heavens ſhall laugh, and the Lord ſhall have them 
in deriſion. TheStorm may threaten, but the Ship will never 
fink, Wiſe Beriws gives the reaſon of this DoCtrin. (6b) In 4 pur. 1... 
the Kingdom of Providence, nothing ts liable to chance, In reſpeCt ae conſe. 
of ſecond or created cauſes, we uſe the words, Chance, Fortune, 
Lccident ;, yet the firſt increated cauſe, dircftly intends 8ll 
things, or elſe knowingly permits them. Neither would his 
goodneſs ſuffer Evils in the Werld, except he knew how to 
draw good out of them. The wicked 2re Tolerated, that by their 
Perſecution Juſt Men may deſerve greater Crowns of Glory; 
or elſe that owning their Error, of. Sinners they themſelves 
may become Saints. Yet when Malice is fo unreaſonable, thar 
it will not be ſatisfied except it build upon the ruin of innocent 

C men, 
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it mighty God ſhews, it is not they, but he who Go- 

| = baton” It had been well for Pharaoh if he had made 

theſe reflettions, he and his Egyptians had not been Entombed 

if in the Eritheaz Sea. Give me leave to dilate my: ſelf upon a 

[| part of Holy Scripture well known to all. It proves my ſe- 
\} cond Point to admiration. EM 

When the time was expired of Egyptian ſervitude, our Lord 

ſends Moyſes to Pharaoh with this command, Let my People 99 

(c) Exod. 5-1» - > Sacrifice in the Deſert. To theſe Orders cruel Pharaoh was 

deaf, or if he heard, his ears were only open to thoſe who 

counſelled more ſevere _ No more compaſſion, than could 

be expetted from a heart of Stone : indur atum eft, &c. the heart 

of Pharaoh was hardned. He is puniſhed with the ten Plagyes 

| : you readat length in Exod : (d) but the perverſe are bardly cor- 

(s) JeRLLAH, refed, It is a Miracle to work upon obſtinate Souls. He had 

greater darkneſs in his underſtanding than thoſe upon the Land 

4 of Egypt. The Rivers turned into Blood, made him more cru- 

el. Hail and Storms fell upon a ſtony heart, the bear of Pha- 

(+) Exod. 8. 19. 740Þ was bardned, although the Magicians had told him (e) this 

| is the finger of God. Yet for all his obſtinacy, finding the firſt 

born dead throughout his Kingdom, Self-preſevation was Elo- 

quent, perſwading him to diſmiſs the People of God ; with 

a Political reſerve as our Lord revealed to Hoyſes in theſe terms 

'f) Exod. 14 3. (f) Pharaoh will ſay, they are-intangled in the Land, the Deſert 

hai ſhut them in, they cannot eſcape.: Hard hearted Pharaoh! 

be well adviſed. The God of the Hebrews not only Governs 

the World, but protects the Juſt, you have had ſufficient proof 

already. If you ftill continue obſtinate, he will free them by 

ome Prodigies. Submit at laſt, otherwiſe you will find the 

ormer Plagues to have been but Prologues of your Miſery. 

What do I ſpeak of Reaſon where there is Paſſion? -right or 


wrong, Pharaoh will go on his own way. He joyns then his 


Chariots, fix hundred, all the choſen of Egypt. . Takes his ex- 
pert and old Commanders, leadin 


| g on the whole Army ; makes 
haſt, finds them Encamped, as he imagined, at the Sea-ſide. 
When the poor 1/raclites looking back, ſee behind rhem the 
Power of Egypt, before them the Red-ſea, what can you ex- 
peCt but fear? Were there no Sepulchres in Egypt ſay the timo- 
rous Multitude? muſt you bring us hither to find them? it was 


for 
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for this we importuned you 2oyſes, that we might (a) Serve the (-)Exod. 14.12 
Egyptians. Servitude is much better than Death, if you be-of 
a different Judgment, why did you not flye alone? Moyes (bf) Ext 7-1: 
The God of Pharaoh interrupts them, .*. ſaying, do not fear, as «. 16d. cap.14- 
if he would have repeated my Text, why are you fearful, oh ye 
of little Faith ? More Faith, leſs Fear. You cannot be ſo for- 
getful, as to be'Strangers to Gods Government. Although. you 
will not remember juſt 2\ge in the Ark, nor Lore by an 
Angel brought out of Sodom ready to flame; at leaſt recol- 
lect your ſelves in order to a few days lately paſt. You ſerve 
a God who the other day, could, and did puniſh a potent Mo- 
narch wirh little Flies, you have had already Elements fighting 
for you. In caſe Pharaoh harden ſtill his heart, he ſhall know 
by greater wonders who #5 the Lord, Methinks I hear the He- 
brews reply; Moyſes! and do you not ſee in the Front a Sea,in the 
Rear a well ordered Campy on each fide Rocks and Deſerts, 
yet not to-fear ? No no, for (c) Our Lord will fight for yor, 
and you ſhall bold your peace, he fought before in his Creatures, 
now becauſe the danger is great, he will fight himſelf. Now 
ſhall be fulfilled what he told you before (4) The Egyptians ſhall ; £924. 7. c. 
know that I am the Lord. They think to have well contrived, 
caball'd, brought their deſign to perfeCtion, yet before it be 
long they ſhall throughly underſtand, whether it be the weak 
Creature or Omnipotent Creator that Governs the World. 

The unhapyy Egyptians now after their Travail thirſting af- 
ter innocent blood, impatient of delays, come on. apace. 
Wherefore Afoy/es is commanded to rife up, and ſtretch that 
hand, he then held up in prayer, upon the Sea. You might have 
ſeen the aſtoniſhed Waves divide themſelves, I will not diſpute 
whether in twelve places, for the twelve Tribes, as the Rab- 
bins hold, grounding their Opinion upon thoſe words of the 
Pſalmiſt, (e) Who divided the Red Sea mto Diviſions: or into , pg, 115% 15. 
one large paſlage, as the Comman teacheth with T heedoret. A 
South wind according to Philo, or a ſtrong Eaſt-wind as the 
Chaldean Paraphraſis will have ir, dryes a bottom, the Sun had 
not-ſeen for two thouſand, five hundred and forty three years. 
The condufting Angel, with Pillar of Fire and Cloud, retires 
behind the Camp of 1f-ael to guard it. All things are ready 
for a March. Enter the Sca then chearfully juſt Men, You 

.C2 | may 
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may walk more ſecurely, thanon the terra firma of Egypt. You 
own 2 Governing Providenc the Incredulous Egyptians will 
ſoon find it, to their coſt of both Bodies and Souls. Afoyſes 
then in the midſt of a Deluge like Noe, unconcerned leads on 
the Innocent 3 Obſtinate Malitious Pharaob blindly follows on, 
until the 7/raclites being onthe other ſide, the Egypriens in the 
Channel, the Angel, ſays Philo, ſhews himſelf with a dread- 
fal Countenance from the Pillar of Fire, overturning the Cha- 
riots, troubling. their March, diſordering the whole Hoſt. 
Which the before-inſulting Egyptians perceiving, cry out with 
one voice: (a) Fugiamus, let us flie from Iſrael, for the Lord 
fights for them againſt us. It is true, we are many, they but few; 
we ſo well Armed that they may be called naked Adverſaries, 
but what madneſs is it to ſtand, when the Lord fights for them. 
He is too potent an Adverſary, therefore ler us fits from Iſrael, 
let us flie. It istoo late, Pharaoh, it is too late. «Fſoyſes ! ſays 
Almigty God.a ſecond time, (b) Stretch out thy hand upon the Sea, 
joyn again the Waters, confound them in the Waves, that 
they may know it is not they, but I who Govern the World. 
The Kh all know that I am the Lord, that 1 can, and will 
protect my juſt in greateſt dangers. Accordingly it fell our, 
for the Chariots floating, the Carcaſles caſt upon the Shoar, 
there remaining not ſo much as oue Manof them to bring the news 
of the overthrow into Egypt, with ſilent, though eloquent 
tongues, aſlured Poſterity, that it's labour loſt to oppoſe the 
Juſt, That it is vain and fooliſh for weak Man to contend 
againſt his Maker. That ignorant creatures may contrive to- 
gether,building happineſs in their imaginations, but at laſt will 
find the ruining hand of one who afterwards would declare his 
power in theſe words (4) They ſhall baild and 1 will throw-down. 
Where he protetts, _ is Security. Walk juſtly there- 
fore, Chriſtian Souls before Almighty God ; live according to 
the DoCtrin of his Holy Church, then (e) Truſt in bim and he 
will bring it to paſs, The marks of the Egyptian Chariots,where 
they entred the Sea, remain ſaith & Oroſiuzs unto this 
day in the Sand and Shore; for a perpetual aſſurance to his 
>crvants 1n greateſt dangers, a Seal of his Divine Providence, 
a ſtanding demonſtration, that when the juſt are in like cir- 
cumſtances, oppreſſed by hard hearted Pharaohs, if there re- 


mained 


mained no other means to protect them, he would open again 
the Sea, and repeat the ſame Prodigie. 
— Miſtake me not Catholics. I intend to apply this paſſage 
H a different manner than you expe. My ſtudy is to touch 
| the heart, not to pleaſethe ear; | leave that to the Stage and 
thoſe who follow the Stile. Theſe Bleſlings I ſpeak of, are 
reſerved for juſt Men, not thoſe (a) who provoke God boldly. , fob 12.6 
Impudent Sinners, a Scandal to the Holy Catholic Church, To 
giving themſelves over to (b) 4 Keprobate Senſe. As I hope 6 Rom. 1. 28. 
moſt of this numerous Aſſembly are true 7/raelites, fearing 
our Lord, yet the liberty of this Age makes me fear there be 
ſome, that bearing the name of Catholics ſhonld more pro- 
perly be ſtyled Chriſtian Pharaohs. Let me explicate my ſelf. 
How often has the God of the Hebrews, our great God, if not 
by the mouth of Adoy/es or Aaron, at leaſt by Preachers law- 
— Fully ſent from him by his Church, commanded dimitre populum, 
Let the People go, none of mine, avoid dangerous convertation, 
if they will be loſt, let them go alone; ſhut your ears to cruel 
friends counſelling the ruin of your Soul, you know the pre- 
cipice, keep off at a diſtance, & induratum eft, &c. the heart 
of a Chriſtian Pharaoh is h: rdned, will not ſubmit to good ad- 
vice, but hates the Phyſician, loves the mortal diſtemper. 
How often have you heard the.voice of Divine internal 1n- 
ſpirations admoniſhing dimzre, diſmiſs thoſe idle fancies 
Almighty God ſees you, though never ſo private. Away with 
thoſe Books coming out of the School of Liberty,to the Flames 
with them, leſt they bring you where Epicure is, to the (c) © 4 16-28. 
placeof Torment. PraCtiſe what you believe. More in your 
life of the Catholic, leſs of the Heathenz & induratum eſt, &c. 
the heart of a Chriſtian Pharaoh is hardned; in deſpite of Gods. 
Holy Grace, will walk in the way of Liberty and Perdition. 
* How often has conſcience ſeverely told you dimitre oftuer 
than Pharach was admoniſhed by Adoyſes , diſmiſs unbecom- 
ing Paſſions, the Pagan would not entertain, have a horror « Pfal. 110.10. 
to take that bleſſed name in vain which (4d) « Holy and Terri- 
ble; fewer of Laſcivious Jeſts, which loſe Souls in earneſt ; 
if you reſolve to be loſt, loſe your ſelves alone; it is Diabo- 
lical Malice, to draw innocent Souls afrer you, Lucifer-like 
into Perdition (ec) Let all your wicked deeds ſuffice you. But the e Ezech. 44 6. 


Eternal Father may threaten, the Son of Gog ——_ 
OLy. 
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{ inſpire for all that, the heart of a Chriſtian Ph,. 
wy : pd , will go on in its own way, ſaying in effeft 
with that Reprobate * Who # the Lord that I ſhould obey His 
Voice ? One knows Bacchus the God of Wine, another Venus 
the Goddeſs of Impurities, a third Plats of Riches, Ars 
of Paſſion, Mercury of Craft, Fupiter of Adultery : are Poe- 
tical! Deitys Weng: by Chriſtian Pharaohs, whoſe Reli- 
gion is Liberty ; as for the God of SanCtity Adered in a Holy 
Church b they kzow not the Lord? So walking blindly on, 
Paſſion perverting Reaſon ( x {ad effe& of Original ſin) hu- 
mouring Vice with pleaſant thoughts of Gods Mercy, not 
thinking of rigorous Juſtice, which will take an account of 
© every idle word, never ſuſpeCting like Pharaoh, the Sea ſo 
near at hand, they find themſelves upon a ſudden in the 
Waves, viz; caſt upon a Bed, if Death expect ſo long, ne- 
ver to riſe again. When with hands Cold, eyes hxt, heart 
trembling, conſcience frightning, they cry out, fugiamm, &c. 
let us flie, our Lord fights againſt ws. Letus flie from pernici- 
ous friends, flie from Riches unjuſtly poſleſt, flie from bruit- 
iſh pleaſures, flie from ill Education ; The Lord fights againſt 
4, We have been deceived by thoſe we ſo much rely'd 
upon, our own Wiſdom hath deluded us, within a few hours 
we muſt ſee the face of an angry Judg, hear a ſhameful exa- 
men of our Life, receive a Sentence not to be recalled accord- 
ing to our Works, 4 not Faith alone, but according to our 

5s: forſuch a Tryal weare no ways prepared, therefore 


fugtamw, Let us fie, let us change, let us repent. - Hold! ft 


is too Tate then perchance, It is too late; © be xot deceived, 
Goa us not mocked, If ſuch careleſs Souls. as theſe, at that 
time be unfit for buſineſs of the World, how- can they in a 
few moments, bring about the great concern of Salvation, 
which even St. Paul Laboured for his whole life e With fear 
and trembling ? 1 hope the beſt, yet dread the worſt. Th 

are overwhelmed with tears and pangs of death, paſſing I 
tear from a Sea of grief and deſpair, to an Ocean of Fire for 
all Eternity, becauſe when time was, they would not mollifie 
their hearts, Attend therefore to the advice of Royal David 
if you will be ſecure at that dreadful hour, 8 to day if you 
ſhall hear his voice harden not your hearts, Let pious Reſolution 


» effect 
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effeft a change of Life, a reformation of Manners. Faith a- 
lone will not do the work, * the Devils alſo believe and tremble, a Epiſt. Jack. 
Paſs from Liberty to Sanctity, that deſerves the name of Re- © ** 
formation. Expreſs your gratitude to Almighty God for the 
favour we own this day, with virtuous ations, not empty 
words, this is the beſt way to keep a day of Thankſgiving. 
Otherwiſe 1t may be faid of us, what . our offended Redeemer 
exprobrated to the diſlembling Jews, who bad in their 
Mouths at every third word the Lord, and the Lord: Þ Thes b Matth. 15.8, 
People honoureth me with their lips, but their heart ts far from me. 
Let_Tongue and heart, Words and Actions center in Juſtice, 
then © ack and it ſhall be given you, which is my third point, «© Luc. 11. 9. 
 F am doubting whether or no, I ſhonld bring you a paſlage 
out of Daniel the.';3th. for I ſeem to hear fome of. the Learn- 
_ ed whiſper, that the: Chapter is not Canonical, nor in the En- 
gliſh Bible. Will you have my anſwer? The Engliſh Bible 
as Tranſlated is no'Rule to me. New Opinions will have new 
Canons of Scripture. You.may obſerve allalong, that I make 
no uſe of it, except in my concluſion. 1 follow an Edition, 
which had Authority and Credit in.the Church of God, a- 
bove a thouſand years © before the Engliſh Tranſlator -gave 4 Puts £4. 
himſelf a trouble had heen better ſaved. e Saint /gnatins M. © Epilt a4 Mag 
t Tertullian 8 Saint Cyprian h Sain#® Chryſoſtom i Saint Amb- F 7; Coron. 
broſe * Saint eAwenſtine, who cite this 13th. Chapter of Da- 4% 
niel, as they do any other part of the Word of God, are of F;;a.s. & 4o. 
more Authority with me, than the- Eugliſk Tranſlator. It 1s h Homil de Su- 
defined-to be Canonical, by -the. General 1 Council of Trent, um t. Offi 
In caſe every .Nation may turn out of Holy Scripture what cap. 18. *_ 
they pleaſe, then ſo many Kingdoms ſo many Canons of Scri- - Rang «day 
pture. ® Rufinus adds, that the Hiſtory of Szſanna, was read is, 
in Churches by order of the-Apoſtles, as an Example of Cha- | © + 
ſtity.: peradventure - now: left out, not to reſtrain liberty. 4 on. Mend, 
Thoſe. who will not beheve rt. Scripture, let them hear it at 3+3® 
leaſt as a Hiſtory, out of no. leſs an Author than' Theodoſran. 


- The Chaſt S#ſanna finding her ſelf in great perplexity on 


every fide, urged by two Libertines of Judges, Sons ot * Cha- OP EY 


aan not of Fuda, who propaledto her Sig .or Death; {ending 
a ſigh towards Heaven ſhe..came tor this noble reſolytion, It 
I doit, Death -45-to me, ( tg-the Saint Sin 1s like Death) = 


.”——— 


d Gen. 4.10. Record, that the blood of juſt Abel 4 had a voice 
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x Verſo 23- |} conſent, I ſhall not eſcape your hands, * Sed mel;- 
OE of 2 te. It is better for me without the Act, to fall in- 
to your hands, than to ſin #1 the ſight of our Lord. Great Soul 
of Suſama! that Chriſtians were of-your Principle, rather 
to diſpleaſe the deareſt friend in nature, and ſmile on Death 
it ſelf, than ſo in the fight of our Lord. The Proceſs is drawn 


a formal Tryal paſles, the Judges as good as their wick- 
edward, aſhearing Wirneſſes. The unthinking Mobile gave 
too much credit to SanCtified looks of Hypocrite Ancients, 
who likewiſe by their words pretended nothing bur zeal, and 
the honour of the Lord. So no humane means remaining to 
diſcover the Knavery, Chaſt S»ſamma is condemned by Euxyu- 
rious Judges, and led to the place of Execution. You ſee, 
ſmooth Tryals have long ago condemned the Innocent. She 

» 15:4. Ver.zg. armed with Innocency and Confidence in her Creator, Þ weep. 
ing, looked pro Heaven. She knew where to Petition, where 
her Prayers would be heard. The words were few ſhe ſpake 
by the way, fo that it will be leſs trouble for you to hear them. 

© Ver.42.& 43. ©*Þ EternalGod ! who art the knower of all hidden things before 
«they come to paſs, thou knoweſt that they have born falſe 

<« witneſs againſt me, and behold I die, whereas 1 have done none 

© of theſe things, which theſe Men bave maliciouſly forged againſt 

© me, This faid, ſhe is fflent. 'She thought it a ſupertluous 

demand to ask freedom from Death. She had it __ holy 

o ſtrong, 

that from the Earth it was heard in Heaven, and why not as 

well the tears of innocent Sxſarna, ready to ſpeak louder with 
her blood if thoſe were not ſufficient? The credulons Jews, 
by a miſtaken zeal not according to knowledg, prepare them- 
ſelves to ſtone the ſuppoſed Adultereſs, ſhe ſtanding ſecurer 
than the wicked accuſers whoſe Conſcience made them tremble, 


leſt Almighty God ſhould caſt upon her a merciful eye as ſhe 


looked toward Heaven. Their fear proved not groundleſs, 


© 2 Cor. 1.3. It pleaſing © the Father of Merties, the God of all Comfort, to 
_ hear the voice of Tears, and grant the petition of a confide- 
44 Wgheart. f The Lordheard ber voice of ſighs only and groans, 
He raiſeth up the Spirit of Darjel, a youth then þut twelve 

5 from. 242. Jearsold, according to E S. Auguſtin, who ſtops the Execution, 


convinces the wicked of Perjury, She ſaved, they ſtoned, 'all 
magni- 
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magnifying God for pratiting a favour they had fidt Heard her 
#5 for, y&- acterding to his promiſe b 7+ ſhall chu tb paſs b 16. 65. 24 
before wo call, I will znſwer. Let me then diſcourſe thus. 

If S«/amma donbted not to obtain the Petition ſhe only ask- 
ed with her eyes and heart ; I ſee no reaſon why a true believer 
may not expeCt to be heard when he ſupplicates with Vows, 
Prayersand Tears: Eſpecially Chriſt having promiſed, < what- c Mark 11, 26. 
' foever you ſhall atk, praying, believe that yon ſhall receive, and 
ehey ſhall come with you, although it were, as you have in the 
fame place, the removingof a Monntain. If S»ſzz7 conciu- 
ded Mercy de to Innocency, hoping ſooner or later, that ſhe 
ſhoald be free; I cannot anderfand why the confiding 
Faithfal arcifed nnmaftly with ker, may not caſt ah-eye to- 
wards Heaven, etpetting when it beft pteaſeth Gods goodnefs 
to have their prayers heard by him who has ſolemn __ 
ſod a nhefitivr for Joel al. is my name, rhe wi . If 4d Joan. 14 13. 
laftly, the private prayer of S«ſa7:« was ſo Eloquent; I catt- 
not-conceive but that the pions Petition of a namerovs Con- 
gregation will be more efficacious; the Son of God whom we 
*are to believe, if we be Chriſtians, having told us © where © Math. 18.20. 
there be two-or three gathered #: my name, 1 amin the niaft of 
them. Reflet, who has made thefe Promiſes, 0 ye of hrtte 
Faith! It is he, who hath ſaid f 7 am the Lord, I change nor. £ Mal. 3.6. 
His word ſtands till in force, he doth not repent himſelf, ike 
Man, of liberal Promifes. Petition: then, confide, yet leave 
it to his paternal care, to j whether what we ask for, be 
better granted or refuſed. Hf we expeft to obtain what we 
demand, when, and tn what nieafare, we then take upon ns to 
Govern the Wotld, Eeave that to infinite Power and Mer- 
cy, He will either grant what we petition for, orelſe as S. Ber- 
ard teaches 8 ſomething berter. TO g Berx, Ser. 

I will undeceive you in one material point. The reaſon © 2 
why oftentimes we db not-obtain the like Favour from Hea- 
ven, is becauſe in onr afffiftions we look not upward with 
Suſurna, making our petitions Þ 70 be known wit Goa but Þ Phi. 4. 6. 
more like thofe,of whom Royal David i they have ſet their eyes | Plal. 16. 11. 
ro bend them upon the Earth, We place (our hopes in Riches, 
our happineſs in baſe pleafores. We truſt roo much m Man, 
never like S»ſa>a in aflition weeping look, up to Heaven. ITT 
might be called Egyptians, who fel = k ſays Seneca —y = an 

e 
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their eyes; not expecting, Rain or Dew from above, * but. caſt 


| them uponthe River N3lus from whence they expect overflow. 


--+ and Fertility. 1a like. manner we place our 'hopes in toys 
and cr leaning upon a Reed;that 15,' confiding inthe Pow- 
er of Man; and Almighty God to let us know that he alone 
Governs all things, makes us underſtand that he ſpake not in 
vain 2 Curſed be the Man that truſteth ia Man, and makgth Fieſp 


bis Arm, pot caſting our care,or as others Tranſlate out of-- 


» PL 16, 11. Chaldean Paraphralis, b our burden upon our Lord: With-obr 


c Mat. 11.28. 


d Pſal. 146. 9. 


e Chryſoft. bom. 
in Eam. Ifi- 


ſtreneth, or with the help of. weak Man, we think to 

bear our burdens, ſo deſervedly find our ſelves fainting ugder 
them. Whereas had-we but, given ear, to, the Divine Invitatt 
on of him who ſays c ,come_ye 20 2e all that Labogr, and: are: bur. 
dined, he would have refreſhed, comforted us, granted accor- 
ding to his Promiſe our Petition, My Teaſonis this. - - : 
I do not underſtand, how any perſon of. ſound Faith, or 
ſolid Judgment can Imagine; that he who is called, - and is our 
heavenly Father, ſhould provide better for ſtupid brutes, than 
Man made to his own likeneſs. Pray obſerve; all other crea> 
tures attain their end, and are provided for, :withoutſo;much 
as :asking. . The Fiſhes ſwim in pleaſure, the Fowls of the 
Air never find want, the Brutes have their. Prey at hand,. and 
muſt poor Man for whom all theſe were Created be left deſo- 
late, petitioning without being heard? No, although. Faith 
did not give me light, Reaſon would fſatishe me to:the con- 
trary. 4 He that gives to the Beaſts their.Food, and to the young 
Ravens that call upon him,. cannot be unmindful of rational crea- 
tures, or reject the juſt Petition of his Servants. © Authors 
agree, both Sacred and Prophane, that the Raven leaves her 
young ones for ſome time, the xeaſon .is not expreſt -by the 
Pſalmiſt; and the goodneſs of .God, . which Tegledts not, the 
meanelt of his creatures, feeds them' for that interim; -with 
dew or flies, until the'old ones take the care upon; thergſelves. 
This then hath always appeared to me a demonſtration ; - He 
who grants the requeſt of young Ravens that call upon him, Can- 


not deny the Petition of a Catholick Congregation, confiding 
in him. If you ever took notice, the Argument I now men- 
tioned, is the ſame. which Increated Wiſdom makes uſe. of, 
£0 EnNCOUrage us, called by the Schools ;; minore ad majus. Be- 


_ hold 


E.. i Ru 
hold, ſays the Son of God, the Fowls of the Air, they ſow 
not neither do they reap, yet always in plenty; becauſe your 
Heavenly Father feeds them, and * are not you much better than , wc. 5. +5. 
they ? Conſider the Lillies of the Field, ſo well cloathed, that 
Sotomon 1n all his Glory was not arrayed as one of theſe ; how 
much- more will he have care of yon, oh ye of tirele Fajth ? as if 
he wonld have ſaid; what compariſon betwixt a Bird of theAir, 
and Man my own likeneſs? betwixt a fading Lillie, and an-Im- 
mortal Soul? If then I provide for b the graſs of the fo can Þ 16:4. ver. 30. 
you imagine, that I will not grant the Perition of my Ser- 
vants upon their knees in Supplicatton ? More Faith'lefs Fear, 
Why are you fearful, oþ ye of little Faith ? UT 
Where innocency and Prayer goes hand in hand, although 
a Deluge come on, Juſt Noe Petitions and © finds Grace in the c Gen. 6.8. 
eyes of our. Lord. When the reſt periſh, there is an Ark for ” 
him. If Fire and Brimſtone, by a Deluge of a contrary Ele- 
ment, deſtroys the Pentapolis, innocent Abraham prays 4 Lord, 4 Gen. 18. 25. 
kt it be far from thee, &c. and the requeſt is granted, an An- | 
gel taking juſt Zoe by the hand, for whom he prayed, placeth 
out of danger. If hungry Lions be prepared to devour guilt- 
leſs Damel, he ſits ſecurely in the Den © becauſe nnocency was © Pan. 6. 22. 
found in him, Let the Farnace of Babylon rage with Flames 
t Seven times more than it was accuſtomed, yet the three inno- £nan. 3, 19: 
cent Iſraelites, with fervor of prayer conquer heat of fire. 
Chriſtian Auditors! never admire at theſe wonders. Almigh- 
ty God Governs the World, - whoſe 8 eyes are upon the Fuſt, s Pll. 33: 15 
and his ears are open to their Prayers.” No ſooner does he ſee, 
than He hears the Prayer. When the Petition is. for His Ho- 
nour and Glory, profitable likewiſe to the ſupplicant, He | 
grants it. It wasfor this reaſon ® Foſeph thought fit to ac- 5, 75. 37: 
quaint future Ages, that the Veil before the Ark of God,” 
was wrought or painted all over with eyes; to teach us, that 
the Deity there adored in the i Mercy- ſear under the wings i Exod. 25. 18. 
of Cherubims, had more eyes to conlider our affliction, to 
compaſſionate our miſery, to grant our juſt Petition, than were 
painted in that large Veil. -1 will but give you one exarple, 
* having been too long already, ſhewing with how much Reaſon 
thoſe eyes were wrought in the Veil before the Ark of God, be- 
cauſe it is yery proper for this preſent Solemnity. 
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in the beginning of * Saxael being; Barren 

Coy bet re Ine 
nema; and which was worle the anniverſary of this Reproach, 

was kept yearly whey they went to Worthip, and Sacrifice 
4 to the Lord of Hoſts in Sz/o. I might, ſay,oftner laughing her 
| : ves 6. to ſcorn, becauſe Samxel tells me that > She provoked ſore, 
| Perchance telling her by way of Derifion, that her Poſterity 
| was ſoon provided for, none being to ſucceed her ; that ſhe 
might lay aſide all thoughts ofChildren yon a double account; 

becauſe Barren, and advanced in years; that this was a pn- 

niſhment from the Lord for ſome offences not to be forgiven. 

Phenenna thought it little to afflict her, except ſhe did inſult, 

Poor Azna weeps, takes no meat, grieves In ſilence, What 

« PA 112.9. comfort could the expect, except from him © Who. makes the 
: Barren Woman dwell in a Houſe, a joyful Mother of Children. He 

4 Gen.21, had given a Son to 4 Sarah, although both Old and Barren. 
Tſaac this Child had the misfortune, it I may. call it ſo, in his 

Choice with his Father Abrabam, Rebecca likewiſe being Bar- 

e Gen. 25.21. ren, but he entreated the Lord for her © and ſhe Conceived, 
She had read how Lia ( like ſcoffing Phenerma)) contemned 
f Gen. 30. 23- fair Rachel, becauſe without Children, yet at laſt * the Lord 

had taken away ber Reproach. Three Barren Mothers, had ob- 

tained by prayer three Sons, no leſs Men than Patriarchs; why 

may not then, thinks ſhe, the Petition of afflicted Anna find 

mercy ? wherefore with hopes, yet heavy heart, ſhe riſes up, 

proſtrates her ſelf in Sls before the Ark of God, before that 

Veil of eyes,praying to the Lord of Hoſts with Vaws and Tears 

( Eloquent Orators in Miſery ) that he would look upon the 

affuction of his Handmaid, and not forget a peor Supplicant, 

but give unto his Servant a Male Child, whom ſhe Yowed unto 

himall the days of his life. She reſolved to obtain her requeſt, 

x Sam. 1.1.12, therefore 5 multiplied Prayers before our Lord. Prayer is of 
range force, but Perſeverance crowns all. Conld the tender 

heart of infipite goodneſs, ſo compaſſionate, when he fees his 

b Apoc. 7. 17. Servants weep, that be himſelf b will wipe away, aH tears from 
their eyes, reject the Petition of confiding Anna? No, as I told 


you, when SanCtity and Prayer Addreſs, Heaven is liberal of its 
favours, 


Go wn peace ſays Heli, and the God of Iſrael prant 
thee thy Petition. Which being both heck as * ved, ſhe 


returned, 
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retarned, conceived, brought forth great Samme!, fo called 
becauſe ſhe ® bad atked bim of the tint The third year after 2 Verſe 26. 
according to St. Cryſoſftom, Theodoret, and Cajetan, ſhe returns 
chearfully into Szlo, with joy in her heart, fmiles in her coun- 
tenance, little Sazel in her hand. She tells the High-Prieſt, 
with an accent different from that ſhe uſed three years before, 

F am the Women who ſtood by thee here praying, do you ſee this 
little youth? pro pucro iſto rogavi b for this Child I prayed, b Bid. verf. 25 
and the Lord has given me my Petition. Not being able to ſpeak 
much more, partly tranſported with joy before the face of 
ker great God, in the ſame place where ſhe had found ſo much 
mercy ; partly her heart tendring to ſee little Samuel run 
from ber with a Smile- towards the Ark of his Creator ; 
She breaks forth into her Seraphical Canticle, Ay heart rejoy- 
ceth in the Lord, my tongue is ignorant, heart only Eloquent 

by Ay heart rejoyceth inthe Lord. C Sam. I. cap, 

Chriſtian Souls, Loyal hearts! you underſtand the appli- = ** 

cation without more words, | dare not expreſs my ſelf, leſt 

I break off abruptly, tenderneſs betraying my weakneſs. How 
many unworthy Subjects, profeſſed Enemies to the Nations 
happineſs, have inſulted, that. although. her Sacred Majeſty 
was not Barren, yet there were no more hopes of Children ? 
This not yearly, but daily, worſe than Phenerna. As if no- 
thing, could make them happy, except the want.of a Royal 
Prince to three flouriſhing Kingdoms. Whilſt Loyal hearts, 
with confidence, prayers and tears, . poured forth their Souls in 

tbe ſroht of oxy Lord, beſeecning out of a multitude of Sorrow, 
that he would look upon the afflictions of his Servants, and 
grant, a Male Child, leſt Strangers at Jalt ſhould come to Go- 
vern us. Theſe pious Subjects would not riſe from theitknees, 

but multipled. prayers, until intexgal hope had aſſured them 1n 
this manner. Gow peace, MO your tears, our Lord will 
grant the Petition. He will a Samuel, a Bleſſing to the 
Nation, becauſe you have aked him of the Lord. The happt- 
neſs hath been deferred thus long, that you might know who 
was the beftower. He cannot bur have favours in ſtore, more 
than ordinary, for ſuch Vertuous Perſons as Govern, T here- 
fore_go in peace, the Requeſt is granted. Who knows, bur as 
eAuxa bad three Sons atier Semwel, fo their Sacred _—_—_ 

Wl 


2 Luc. 1. 66. 
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-11 find the like favour from Heaven?- at leaſt know this, that 
oe given by Almighty God have been the Glory of their 
Ape, no leſs Men, than Iſaac, Facob, Foſeph, and Samnel. Agk 
then your ſelf the queſtion, and fall into tears ®* quis putas,ec. 
who think you this Child will be ? perchance like another Bap- 
tiſs, of whom theſe words were ſpoken, to prepare the way. of 
our Lord, and unite the hearts of Subjects in Peace and Cha- 
"Ibex this account we are met this morning with tears in 
our eyes, if not the third year after the birth of the Child, at 
leaſt the third year of a happy Reign 3 bringing out by bro- 
ken Syllables, pro peero iſto, &c. for thu Child 1 aid pray, and 
the Lord hath granted my Petition, my heart rejoyceth in the 
Lord. Little happineſs can expreſs it ſelf, great joy ſtands 
aſtoniſhed, my heart rejoyceth in the Lord, You Cherubims and 
Seraphims, who inceſſantly cry, Holy, Holy, Holy, before the 
Throne of this thrice Merciful Lord, perform our parts in this 
great day of Thankſgiving. At leaſt ſupply my place for a few 
moments, whilſt I let fall ſome tears of joy. 


The Concluſion. 


R David Prince and Prophet in Extaſie of mind, com- 
paring the Heathen Idols to the living God, -breaks 


b Pal. . 6. : 
nn 255 forth into theſe expreſſions. Þ They have ears but they hear not ; 


It is foolery to addreſs Petitions. They bave months but they 
Jpeak not ;, never expect an anſwer from them. They have eyes, 
but they ſee ot , deluded Gentility! in vain you preſent your 
ſelves before them, becoming ſtupid as the Stocks and Stones 
you adore. Stay at home exggpt you leave behind you com- 
mon Reaſon. Sovilifying << to deriſion, yet far ſhort 
of what they deſerved, he thMks it fit to ſolve the Ouere of 
the Heathen, Where ts now their God? where is the God of 
David? Our God,fays the Royal Prophet, raiſing his thoughts 
and ſtyle, Our God ts in the Heavens, he hath done whatſoever he 
pleaſerh. He hath commanded Rivers to run back, opened 
>eas; Turned night into day witha Pillar of Fire, ſtopped the 
2unz; Showred Manna from Heaven, brought Fountains from 


dry 
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dry Rocks, He hath made the Idols of Egypt tremble, diſap- 
pointed-the wicked, proteCted the Juſt, he hath done what ſoever 
be pleaſeth, 'in a word, he Governs the World. Give me now 
leave according to promiſe, todraw from hence a conſequence 
of Church: Infallibility, which is a point well worth your con- 
{ideration. | 
Hath this God 6f Heaven done whatſoever be pleaſerh, and 
hath it nof pleaſed him to keep his Holy Church from Errors? 
He Governs all things Infallibly,and not Govern his Church In- 
fallibly? takes to heart whatſoever. elſe, only unconcerned 
for Religion? It hath always ſeemed to me a paradox. He 
mult ſend then it ſeems Prophets in all Ages, as Infallible 
Teachers, to the Jewiſh Church which was to Crucifie him, 
and deny Infallible Teachers to the Catholick Church for 
which he was Crucifhed / The negative deſtroys both the Faith 
of a Chriſtian, and the Reaſon of a Man. If ever Infallible 
aſſiſtance be neceſſary, it is in Founding and Governing a 
Church, that Souls may be ſecure in Faith, knowing certainly 
what to-rely on, not like ignorant Children * rofſed to and fro a Ephel. « 14. 
and carried about with every wind of Dofrin, by the ſlight of men, | 
and cunning craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to decerve. Thoſe 
 whodeny this Infallible Government, lay Chriſt aſleep indeed 
not to awake untill the Ship be ſunk; be”. all may more juſt- 
ly.cry out than the Apoſtles, perims, we'periſh! having no 
certain means to find ont Sonl-{aving Faith. It cannot be ex- 
ed that where-Honour and Intereſt, tyes knowing Leaders 
of Error (I wiſh the Epitheton be-improper) to their per- 
ſwaſion; that they will inform the unthinking Multitude of 
their being out of the Church of God. All will pretend Scri- 
pture, all be in the right, eyen Aris, who denyed Chrilt to 
be God, and Macedon taking: Divinity (as much as lay in 
his power) from the Holy Ghoſt. How did they defend ſuch 
Heretical Blaſphemies? by this Principle: Deſtroy Gads Go- 
vernment, away with Infallibility, then every one has the ſame 
priviledge of Interpreting Scripture, and why not Artans and 
Macedonians in the right, as well as an ancient Church? They 
laughed at the Councils of Nice and Conſtantinople as fallible - 
Judges, and told the Fathers that they underſtood Holy Ecrip- 


Lure better than themſelves, This way of proceeding,if 1 Os 
no 


a Hol. 13. 9. 


b Joan. 21.15. 
16, 17. 

C -Hier. lib, 1. 
cont, fovin. 


d Luc. 22.32. 


e AR, 15. 28. 


ence might reproach them, 
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*« +o make him who doth wiaeſdever be pleaftth like thoſe, 

of rho David ſays, have eyes bat cannot fee, cars but can- 
not hear, hands but cannot help. It is a contradiction of terms 
to me, a Church Governed by Ged, but not Governed infalli- 
bly. It muſt be ſaid that our Lord notwithſtanding the 
infinite value of his bitter Paſſion either could not , or 
would not ſettle this Infallible Government , if we ſay he 
could not, we rob him of his Omnipptency; if we ſay he 
would not, we deſtroy his goodneſs; it being a requilite ſo 
neceſſary that Souls might certainly know they were of the 
Church of God. Yet more, if we ſay he did not de fatto 
make his Church Infallible, we return him a well worded lie 
tohis clear promiſes. Take notice how I prove it. ; 
The Infinite wiſdom of a merciful Redeemer, to whom fu- 
ture things were preſent in the indiviſibility of Eteraity,look- 
ing upon reſtleſs fancies of Libertines, that interpret all ac- 
cording to the Rule of Senſe, and unſetled humors of Mortals 
always given to change; was pleaſed out of gracious Provi- 
dence, to ſettle ſuch a Chnrch-Government, as none might be 
loft, excepting thoſe who obſtinately would petiſh, 'fulfillng 
in themſelves that of the Prophet * Oh 1/rael thou haſt deſtroyed 
thy ſelf. 1n order to which, being to leavethe World, he eſta- 
bliſheth his Church, makes Perer the viſible Head, repeating 
thrice, that there might be no miſtake Þ feed my s, feed 
my Sheep. This was done ſays S. Jerome © that a Head being 
appointed, occaſion of Schiſm might be taken away : a Head 
of irrefragable Authority, the ſame. Chriſt having efficact- 
ouſly prayed 4 that his Faith ſhould zor fail. Then Succeflors 
after himeven untill our times, viſible in all Ages as you read in 
Hiſtory, like a well deſcended Monarchy, clearly pointing out 
wich wasthe Church of God. He left General Councils in 


greateſt doubtsto reſolve difficulties, by whoſe Authority new 
upitarts have been condemned ever ſince the Apoſtles ſaid © Ir 
ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt and to us, unto the laſt definition 
of the oecumenical Council of Trent. Conſent of different Na- 
tions confirmed this Government 3 no Century without cvi- 
dent Miracles, to the end that in 


private every ones Conſci- | 
| tnem, although in publick they would not 
own it, by not ſubmitting to ſuch a Church, ob 1ſrxel thou haſt 
deftroyed thy ſelf. Yet more; lofallibie aſſiſtance being ſo ne- 


cellary 
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ceſſary for Souls ſecurity, his Promiſes afe-ſoexprebs, that the 
blindneſs is incurable where they are not feen- ' He hath aſſu- 
red us upon the Word of a God, he will build ſuch 'a Church 


that Þ the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againft it, Interpreters % pa. ic. .» 


w1ll tell you, that by the Gates'of Heil is meant Hereſie and 
Errors; thanks then to Divine .Pravidence for this Promiſe, 
the Church ſhall not fall away by Errors, it ſtands upon an un- 
ſhaken Rock, its Government is infallible, Hell ſhall never pre. 
vail againſt it, Now, what doe many of this Age ſay to the 
Promiſe? This in effe@t; although Chriſt promiſed they ſhould 


ot prevail, 'yet we ſay they aid prevail for a thouſand years, . 


bold words! I will not ſay, Blaſphemy. Again, the laſt words, 
according to St. Matthew, our Saviour ſpake to his Church, 
were theſe. © Loe I am with you always even to the end of the 


World. The Bleſſed Apoſtles were not to abide on Earth al- | 


ways, nor to the conſummation of the World ; let my poor 
Soul ſee the face of that' God, which they have contemplated 
theſe ſixteen Ages. . The Promiſe then is made unto his Holy 
Catholic Church to the end of the World, upon that account In- 
fallible. Where Eternal truth is preſent, there .can- be no 


Error; if he be with us 4 who can be againſt #s. Yet notwith- , 


ſtanding this aſſurance ( can I ſpeak it without tears?) how 
many deluded Souls, to make way for their own Opinions (the 
World is not yet fo dull, as not” to ſee the reaſon of denyin 

Infallible Authority for if it be granted, then thoſe that difſ- 
ſent, are infallibly in Errors, ſo down with Church-Autho- 
rity, Fancy. hath no place as long as this ſtands ) to 
make way I ſay for their own private Opinions, affirm boldly 
that the Viſible Church fell into Idolatry, for a thouſand years, 
ſome ſay eleven hundred, others find this Myſeery of Iniquity 
near unto theApoſtles times.W here there is Error there is Divi- 


Mz: 


Rom. 


» 23. 26> 


8 31. 


ſion © neither ſo does their witneſs agree together appearing ano- « wc | ao 


ther time againſt him. For it is a note worth obſeryation, 
that thoſe who with ſo much Reading and Writing, endeavour 
to ſhew Contradiftions and Errors in approved General Coun- 
cils, appear againſt Chriſt and make it their ſtudy to demon- 
ſtrate, that he promiſed one _ and performed another. 
Can Chriltian underſtanding co together; Chriſt always 


with his Church, yet his Church in groſs Idolatry more than 
two 


a Joan. 14. 16. 


b Joan. 16. 13. 


c Joan. 14-26,16 
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.o yerts of three of the tirve, fince his bleſſed Pſion ? $9 
_ 2 time It 15 granted, no ſ{ych Churches were Viſible,as Bare 
now in faſhion $4 So Chrift mutt either be unchutrched, or his 


"Church in Errors contrary to his promiſe,for a thouſand years, 


It being Childiſhneſs to hold another Church ditin, no body 
knowing when or where it was. | : 

If ever any Article of our Faith was inculcated, *twas this 
of unerring Afiiftance, of Infallible Government. One would 
think the Son of God might deſerve credit in this point againſt 
all ſeeming difficulties. Yet if what he hath faid be not fuffi- 
cient © 7 will (faith he ) ak, ebe Father, and be will give yoy 
another Comforter. Well then, ſurely now his Church: cannot 
fall into Idolatry. For the Father ſends the Spirit of Truth, 
the Son is always preſent, the Holy Ghoſt b guides into all truth, 
and to obviate pretences of this or that Age, of purer times, 
or times of Ignorance, we are plainly told that he will teach 
his Charch all truths #nall times © He will reach you all things 
and that be will abide i you for ever, Yet for all this, muſt 
it be ſaid (give me leave to (peak freely,l madea promiſe for 
the Salvation of Souls not to be nice) muſt it be faid, let the 
Son of God be preſent as he promiſed, the Holy Ghoſt guide 
into all trath ; for all that, the viſibleChurch was led into Ido- 
tatry for a thouſand yeers and vpwards. Bold words! I will 
not ſay,Blaſphemy. The Holy Ghoſt leads the Church, and 
for a thouſand years (1 ſpeak according<o their own confeſ- 
fion ) it was led into abominations of Maſles, Saints and Pi- 
tures. An expert Pilot can Govern his Ship in greateſt Storms, 
a Skilfal Commander can bring off a yielding Army Victori- 
ous, and one God: three Perfons cannot preſerve, although 
they promiſe as mach, their Church from Error, but muſt 
crave aſfiſtarice from the helping hand of ſimple Man to reform 
their Government. 

_ Poor Chriſtianity ! that under a ſpecions Title deſtroys Re- 
ligion, and opensa Gate to Liberty. This truth muſt not be 
underſtood, that if there be a Governing God ( none but A- 
theiſts will deny it, with whom 1 do not diſcourſe at preſent ) 
he will,in a particular manner, preſerve his Church Tm Er- 
rors and fulfil his Word. However, let us ſuppoſe contrary 
to Faith and Reaſon, that Promiſes and Providence, make oa 

tne 
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the'Chorch of God Infallible? what advantage is there by the 
conceſſion ? why this; that Jew or Turk may be in the right 
way as well as the Chriſtran, the Fhalmud or eAlcoran as Ca- 
nonical as the Bible. The famons faying of Divine S. Anguſtin, 
once a Manichear Heretic is known to alk, I need not cite the 
place * Evangelio non crederem, &c. I'wonld not believe the Gofyel , ca. x t 
aneſs the eAuthoriry of the Charch' nioved me to-it. Sothar if Find. cap. 4 
this Infallible Church-Authoriry be taken' away, what can a © 
Chriſtian ſay for Zfatrhew more than a Turk will ſay for Aa- 
homer? If you tell him of the wonders of Moyes, he will re- 
late more of Mahomer, and there will be no-ſuch thing as the 
Word of God. If all may err,who knows that poffibility has 
not paſſed into AQt? If matters of Religion goe by ng 
without an Infallible guide; thei all, opinions will be''in the 
right; for you can never ſatisfietheFew or Tark;that'they have 
nor as good a fancy as the Chriftian: ' Poor Chriſtianity ! that 
unadyiſedly by inconſiderate Paſfion, takes direct meaſures to 
turn Religion out of the World. The Bible is put into every 
ones , let them read and Interpret as fancy ads, bring 
out what Opinion they pleafe, every ones private Spirit is'un- 
to them a Holy Ghoſt. They never reflett, that any one per- 
ſon might ſtart up and Preach a new Religion never thought on 
the day before, by my cloſe to this Principle: there is 
no Infallible Interpreter of Holy Scripture, therefore I alone 
may hit on theright ſenſe, althongh rite whole World be of a 
different Judgment. = png "_ 

I have often admired how it comes: to paſs, that thife who 
with ſo much heat, nay rantour, oppoſe ar Ancient, Univer- 
fal, United, Yifible Church, owned fnfallible by the greateſt 
part of the Chriſtian World, whereas.every other SeCt and 
Opinion hold themſelves fallible 5 how' it comes to paſs I ſay, 
that they have not fearful apprehenſionsof being inthe way to 
Perdition, whilſt they might with too great reafon diſcourſe 
in this manner. My Soul! lefs Paſſion, a little more Confide- 
ration. Why do. you adhere ſo obftinately to your fallible 
Opinion, as if it were Infallible? Why ſo much blind credir 
to thoſe, you judge may err as well as your felt? there 1s 
miich' noiſe.of the word of God, which is an old ſtory of all 
condemned Heretics for theſe _— tundred years; all Re. 

2 ren 


2 Matth. 12.17. 
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tend to follow. the Word of God, bnt moſt follow their own 
fancies. Who knows but that you are 1n the State of an yn. 
baptized Heathen ?. Chriſt having faid, if he negieCt 2 to heay 
the Church, let him be unto thee as a Heathen. Wherefore leſs 
Pſion af a Heathen, more Condſideration of a Chriſtiap For 
all your precended zeal, may be, like Saul you perſecute 
Chriſt in þis Members, at leaſt, deſpiſe him, becanſe you de- 
ſpiſe his Holy Church ® he that kfoiſeth you deſpiſeth me. My 
Soul reflect, your, Church is, falliblez examune, for it is worth 


your pains, whether you be right or wrong, If you find 
Yqur. ſel# in an Error, you are ot the firſt deceived by the 
"mark of Godlinefs and Righteouſneſs. If you make a Reli- 


gious change to an Infallible Church, you follow but the exam- 
ple of. great S. Auguſtin. and thouſands, before .you, who ill 
brought up, have-ended. better. *;Laſtly, remember my Soul, 
think well on it, that all Opinions will not do the work. There 


is © but one Lord, one Faith, thoſe that have not, this ore Faith, 
c Ephel. 4 5.* + 


4 Marc. 16,16. 


$ Ciccye, 


will never enjoy that one Lord. Let Libertines cry out,as long 
as; they; pleaſe want of Charity, you will, ind-it too true what 
Chriſf hath ſaid 4 He rhat Beljeveth not ſhall be Damned. Con- 
neCt by a ſerious thought without Palſjon, - this Sentence of 
Chtiſt our - Lord with that of Saint'Paul, one Faith and 
he that believeth not ſhall be damned, then go and accuſe the Son 
of God, and DoCtor of the Gentiles for want of Charity, be- 
cauſe they will not give leave for every Libertige to follow 
Luxurious Senſe and Fancy. 1t is not enough my Soul to. be- 
lieve this or that Arrticle,all muſt- be kept _<' whole * and undefiled, 
otherwiſe ſays S. 4rhanaſizs (one, who likewiſe waiits Charity) 
without doubt you periſh everlaſtingly. Leſs Paſſion then, more 
Conſideration! for you are treating about Eternal 'Happineſs, 
or Miſery. Youown your Church Fallible; andin this, great 
part of the World is of your Opinion, affirming belides, that 
It is (not to ſay worſe) Erxoneaus,.  Sectire , your ſelf in. this 
Shipwreck, by having recourſe” to, tle Rock, againſt Which 
the Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail. 1t will be no,excuſe be- 
fore the Judgment-Seat, to ſay.I was brought up fo,” or 'retora 
an anſwer the Heathen Orator Jaughed ' at .f non puravs 1 did 
not think ſo. What do I ſay op putavi ? perchance- at. that 
fatal day, now little thought vpon, it will be told you { my 
| ERR nets econ eiciada Kh A LE he | 2 ou! ) 
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Soul ) to your face, that Conſcience often called on yon for 
a change, and told you in plain terms that you were in a dan- 
gerous State, both as to Faith and Manners ; -yet you would 
not come to any reſolution for temporal worldly fears, leis to 
be excuſed than the trembling Apoſtles in the-Storm. Whilſt 
then you have time, ſecure your ſelf againſt the day of Tri- 
bulation. A little reſolution , more Faith, leſs Fear. Why 
are you Fearful ? leſt by a change you become the ſubje& of di- 
fcourſe or laughed at? If you cannot. endure: the ſmiles of a 
fellow-creature, how will you abide the frowns of a Judging 
Creator ? Why arc you fearful ? leſt you difſpleaſe a Parent, 
Friend, or Relation? Unworthy Son to. a Heavenly Father / 
and do you-not bluth, caſting aneye towards him who has ſaid, 
* He that loves Father and Mother mare than me,is not worthy of a Mat. 10. 37. 
me? Why then are you fearful? leſt. you hazard temporals ? 
this dreadful burden of Riches, ſinks Souls down without Re- 
demprtion ; it is a Miracle if they be ſaved, Ch:iſt hath told 
you as much: Þ Ir eaſier for a Camel to paſs through the eye of b Mat. 19. 24 
a neeale, than for a Rich Man to enter int» the Kingdom of God, 
becauſe like the Jews they fear to loſe temporals, and have 
no thoughts of 'their Soul,: ſo after a ſhort life they Icſe both. 
Tell me then at laſt why are you fearful? is it not becauſe 1 imes 
will change? Yes, yes, there is the cunning Policy of loſing 
your ſelf. They will change no daubt of it, but to the better. 
Let Alnighty God Govern the World and his, Church, the E- 
ternal Father will order Times and Seaſons © which he hath put c AR. 1.;. 
3s hw.own power. Inthe Interim you aft very diſcreetly, who 
fcritear of Times never to come, incur a miſerable Eternity 
never to peis. In fine mg Soul, be not aſhamed to change, al- 
though. otherwiſe brought up. Make no .uſe of an Argument 
whichthelters the Jew. or Heathen. The ove Offers Incenſe 
th. Z«puer becauſe brqught up-£o, | tbe.otber-Blaypbeneth Chriſt 
and:.uis Rehgipn becanje hrought;up {o. (:Qur. Nabtk Prince 
was not of this Principle, 'who:notwithſtanding the misfortune 
of his Education, -rggppcijed. himſelf to, the Holy Citholic 
Church, even with the hazard et lokng his Dominions. What 
Were three Kingdoms, . to the loſs of. one Immortal youl ? He 
auld; have Likdown chearfu}y thee Temporal Crowns, be- 


fore 
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Throne of the Bleſſed Trinity, for one Eternat Crown 

7 ob ; For this Heroical Act, no queſtion is to be made 
p but the King of Kings will fulfitin tus Sacred Perſon, thethree 
F parts of this tedious Diſcourſe. He will grant him his kum- 
Me Petitions, he will proteCt James the Faſt, if he has any 

4 Enemies (1 trult there are none ) he will diſappoint them. | 
; wiſh to God, let me ſpeak in the Phraſe of S. Ambroſe to Theo- 
| ED doſins alledging the frailty of David, ® you that have followed 
i *a ln vits Amb. bim errin 2, would follow him alſo Yepentmg. ; ; 
I will not rail againſt the abſent as is in uſe with many, 
Triumphing bravely without an Adverſary. 1 know ſome are 

preſent whom this laſt part doth concern, otherwiſe I had 

been filent. For as to thoſe that do not hear me, making it 

their ſtudy to beat down a Belief of our Anceſtors, held Or- 
thodox for the ſpace of b nine hundred years; that is, ſince 

b Pref. Smid. the Converſion of our Nation from Idolatry, what can I ſay 

Serm- #Z* better, than repeat the Leſſon my Lord and Maſter hath taught 

me from the Croſs? When looking down upon the inſulting 

multitude, he ſees ſome who had dragged him about the 

Streets, others who had Crowned him with Thorns; in the 

hands of one the Hammers which had driven'the- Nails, and 

\ 1 with a Lance, as if there were not wounds enough, 
ready to open his ſide: whillt all were laughing and making 
merry at his miſery, he lifts up thoſe Divine Eyes full of 
tears, or blood, or both, towards Heaven, ſpeaking with his 
heart before he uttered words ( Lord give a finner leave to 
contemplate your immenſe Charity )- in this manner. Behold 
Eternal Father, I have now gone through the great work of 
Mans Redemption. You, and yay alone are conſcious, how 
dear It has coſt me. I have been born in a Stable, lived thirty 
years 1 2 poor Cottage, reputed the Son of an hamble Carpen- 
ter. In my three years Preaching tothisPeople,now under my 
Croſs, I have been a perpetual Subject of injuries, an object 
of Deriſion. You ſee Father how I end my life, as born a- 


mong Beaſts, ſo Crucified between Thieves. My hands and 


1 feet are nailed, nothing at liberty, except my eyes to look up, 
{ and my tongue to petition. Wherefore in caſe I have deſer- 
i | ved any thing at your holy hands; if theſe obedient Sufferings 

be 
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be grateful to you, grant your only Son a requeſt before he 
dyes. If you will cauſe me to breath out my Soul with joy 
* Father forgive them. They ſtand here, laughing, detracting 
calumniating, but Father forgive them,they know not what they do. 
Generous Soul of my dear Redeemer! give me leave to take 
the word from ſo good a Maſter. As you were laughed at, 
contemned, oppoſed by the Jews, ſo you are now ſufferer in 
your Holy Church, and what is worſe, by Chriſtians. Now, 
if you will grant me a Favour, for the little pains I have ta- 
ken this morning, (if I miſtake not I ſpeak with the hearts 
of all the Congregation) Father forgive them. They Calum- 
niate, Miſ-repreſent, incenſe the Ignorant, but Father forgive 
them, they know not what they do. Forgive them their Offences 
d or blot me out of thy Book, which thou haſt written. Let not ſo b Exod. 32. 32, 
many Souls periſh, through inconſiderate paſſion. Apply,Re- 
deemer, the Merits of your bitter Paſſion, to bring them to 
underſtanding. Stretch forth thoſe hands, Mice nailed to a 
Croſs for them, and embrace them all. This is a General day 
of Thankſgiving, let none of the Nation go without a Bleſling. 
Particularly you King of Power and Glory ( methinks 1 ſtand 
under the Croſs of Chriſt on Mount Calvary ) who purpled 
with your own precious blood, were pleaſed to accept of the 
Title © Rex Fudeorum, King of the Fews, by the value of that c Luc. 23. 38. 
infinite Scrifice, bleſs and proteft our Gractous King, we 
| are your Chriſtians thet ask tt. You, whom the Heavens 
cannot contain, -who out of exceeding Charity and Love to 
Mankind were impriſoned in the Sacred Womb of the Glorious 
Virgin Mary, Mother of God, becauſe your Mother ; by that 
Holy Incarnation bleſs our pious Queen Aary and the Child 
ſhe carries. You who were born for us to ſave us, take this 1 ttle 
Child into your protcCtion,that it may ſafely be born unto us, 
and happily Govern the Nation for many years. Direct, Lord, 
all in their reſpeCtive Imployments, Inſpire them that give 
Advice, profper the Kingdom both in Church and State. 
We rely wholly upon you, we have great Faith -as to your 
Fatherly Government, little or no fear for future times: We 
are ready to fall before your Holy Altar, with a Thanki- 
giving heart to tell you ſo. The time ſcems long until 
| we 
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we be upon our knees. Yet before we begin, be 'pleaſed 
to give all here preſent a Bleſſing by the hand of an un- 
worthy Servant, and we will go chearfully to our De. 
votions, in the Name of tne Father, and of the Sor, and of 


the Holy Ghoſt. Amer. | 
Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam. 
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